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John F. Kennedy,
Inaugural Address (1961)

The presidensial election of 1960 wns a turming point in American political
history. Demoaat_john F. Kennedy (1917-1963) faced Republican Richard
M. Nixan (1913~1994). Both candidates were in theis forties and were WWII
veterans. But Nixon, whe senved oo fenns as vice president under Eisenhower,
had wore political experionce than Kennedy, a U.S. senator from Massachysetts.
Pundits predicted a Nixon landslide.
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Insh Catholic foarnily, he graww up ins a privileged, competitive environment, His  father,
Jvsepht P. Kennedy, had made  fortme as a banker, bootlegper, and fitm producer. In
the 19305, he headed the Securities aud Exchange Contmission and then served as
U.S. ambassador to Grent Brituin. John acompanied his father ro Europe and

exantined Britain’s belated response to the Nazis in his Harvard sewior thesis. In

1940, when John published dhe essay as Why England Slepe, his father secredly
bongiu 40,000 copies (v evsure that the bouk became o best seller. In 1943, while
Kennedy was scnving in the U.S. Navy, a Japanese destroper ramuned and sank his
patrdd torped (PT) boat in the Sokomon Islands, His hevose cfforts in saving his cew
wre recogrized wath the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps Medal. The incidens
aggravared an old back injury that left Kennedy in constans pain despite three surgeries.,
He also siffered from Addison’s disease, a rare endocrine disorder characierized by
weight loss, muscle wealkness, fatigue, and low blood pressure, Throughout his career,
Kennedy concealed this aimnent as well as his use of several prescriprion dnugs.

These impediments did nat thivart Kennedy’s ambition. Afrer s older
brother died in combas, John deferred to his Jather's wish that he enter politics. In
1946, ar age twenty-nine, he won the Hause of Representatives seat for the
Massachuseus 1 1h dissrict. In $9352, he ran successfully for the U, S. Senate and
became known for his anti-Commmism and New Deal liberalis. In 1953,

Kennedy wmarried the elegant jacqueline Lee Boupi

er. Three years larer, he
pblished the Dulitzer Prize~winuing Profiles in Courage, later revealed 1o be

mainly the work of Ted Sorenson, a Kenuedy aide. When the Democrats almost
selected him a5 Adlai Stevenson’s 1956 ninning mage, Kennedy became a

national sensation, During his 1960 cantpaign for the presidency, Kennedy
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assured Protestant voters that his Catholicism wonld wot futerfere with his political
Jrdpment. After winning the Democratic nowmingtion, he defeated Nixon by only
118,500 popular votes and a 303.

219 vote in the Elecroral Colicge. Many
observers claimed that yoter Sraud had decermined the dose election.
Dismissing such allegations,

Kennedy supporiers adored the efoquent and
stylish president, O January 20, 1961, Kennedy withsiood frigid weather and
gave his inagural address ourside the U S, Capitol.

——
FOCUS QUESTIONS

1. What tone does Kenned
2 whole?

2. What are Kennedy's foreign policy goals? Did he realize these objectives?
Support your answer with examples,

y try to establish for his presidency and the nation 15

Why do you think Kennedy's remarks inspired 50 many Americans?

How should we weigh recent revelations about Kennedy's private life in
assessing his presidency? Whar is your evaluation of his presidency?

We observe today not a victory of party but a celebration of m»&a:lv._dvﬁﬂgm
an end as well as 2 beginning—signifying renewal as well as change. For | have
swom before you and Almighty God the same solemn oath our forbears prescribed
neatly a century and three quarters ago .

The world is very different now. For man holds the power o abelish all forms
of human poverty and all forms of human life. And yet the same revolutionary belie
for which our forebears fought are sl at issue around the globe—the belief that
the rights of man come not rom the generosity of state but from the hand of God.

We dare not forget taday that we are the hein of thac first revoludon. Let the
word go forth from this time and place. 1o friend and foe alike, that the torch has

been pacced to 1 now peneeabian of Amencans—bom n
by war, disciplined by a hard and bitter peace, proud of
and unwilling to witness or permit the slow undoing of
which this nation has always been cominitted, and 0 w
today at home and around the world. Let eve
us well or ill, that we shall pay any price,
support any friend, oppose any foe to assure

This much we pledge—and more.

To those old allies whose cultural and spiritual origins we share, we pledge
the loyalty of faithful friends. United, chere is licde we cannot do in a host of
cooperative ventures. Divided, there is little we can do—for we dare not meet a
powerful challenge at odds and split asunder,

To those new States whom we welcome to the ranks of the
our word that one form of colonial control shall not have passed

nru century, S:in:&
out ancient heritage—
those human rights o
hich we are commitred
1y nation know, whether it wishes
bear any burden, meet any hardship,
the survival and the success of liberry.

free, we pledge
away merely to
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